
Block Play: Building a Foundation 
of Early Learning in the Library

Talk!          Sing!        Read!       Write!    Play!



Objectives
• Understand how block play 

contributes to early childhood 
development

• Key elements to develop block play in 
the library

• Ideas to support and sustain block 
play throughout the community









Children and Childcare in Allen County

To improve outcomes for children in Allen County
21% of our children live in poverty
51% of African-American children
37% of Latino Children
13% White



To provide low-income children, especially those 
attending lower quality childcare programs, with the 
opportunity to learn from and play with interesting, high 
quality blocks.

To increase library staff’s and care-providers’ ability to 
facilitate block play.







Partnership: The Early Childhood Alliance
Organization in Allen County working on improving the quality of and access to
childcare 
Creators of Paths To Quality, state-wide quality assessment program
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Block play touches on all of the different areas of 
early childhood

Math:
Counting, 1:1, shapes and colors, sorting and matching, measurement, 
estimation, addition/subtraction, equality

Science:
gravity, weight, force, patterns, solve problem, cause/effect, parts to 
whole; prediction and observation

Literacy/language:
speak, listen, vocabulary, themes and stories

Social/emotional:
cooperation, exploration, decision-making, respect for each other’s 
work, make choices, taking turns, sharing

Motor: 
eye-hand coordination, strength, fine motor skills



Math:
Counting – How many do we have here?
1:1 – Cool! Each of  us has one block. One block, one person.
Shapes – This must be a triangle because they always have 3 sides!
Colors – Which is your favorite?  Why?
Sorting and matching – Let’s put all of the squares that are the same size 
together.
Measurement – Let’s see which one is the tallest. I wonder if they have the 
same number of  blocks.
Estimation – I am guessing, or estimating, that there are 8 blocks here. 
Addition/subtraction – How many will there be if we add one more?
Equality – Let’s see if we have the same number of blocks. Are the piles 
equal?



Science:
Gravity – Which one will roll the farthest?
Weight – I wonder if the heavier one will go farther than 
the lighter one.
Force – What  do you think about using this block to 
move this one?
Patterns – Wow! I love how the colors you used repeat.  
Red, blue, red. It’s a pattern!
Solve problem – What do you think  we can do so this 
doesn’t happen again?
Cause/effect – What did you do to make it fall down?
Parts to whole -- How many more pieces do we need to 
complete this?
Prediction and observation – What do you think will 
happen? Have you observed or seen this happen before?



Literacy/language:
Speak and listen – That’s an interesting idea.
Vocabulary – The turret on this castle looks as 
thought it might topple!
Themes and stories – Let’s play the Three Billy Goats 
Gruff!



Social/emotional:
Cooperation – I like how you are sharing the 
blocks you don’t need!
Exploration – What could we do differently? 
Decision-making – Which way do you want this 
to go?
Respect for each other’s work – How do you 
feel when someone knocks down your 
creation?
Making choices – Which ones should we play 
with today?
Taking turns – Who picks next?
Sharing – Maybe it would be more fun to work 
on this together.



Motor: 
Eye-hand coordination – It looks like it might be 
difficult to place this one!
Strength – Let’s see how many we can carry at a 
time.
Fine motor skills – Let’s put all of the little ones 
over here.



Stage 1: Discovering Blocks – they are 
carried but not used for construction



Stage 2: Stacking Blocks

Vertically or horizontally. There is repetition and early 
patterns.



Stage 3: Complex Stacking or 
bridging
They create bridges, using two blocks 
to support a third.



Stage 4: Making Enclosures



Stage 5: Building with Patterns and Symmetry



Stage 6: Early representational



Stage 7: Later representational



Block Play Essential Element – Observation

“What we see children do from the outside helps us to ask questions about what children are 
thinking, feeling, and experiencing on the inside.”



Prompts and Questions

• Ask open-ended questions (questions that can not be answered yes or no)
• Ask follow up questions, repeating what the child said. 
• Wait for the child to respond (five seconds!) (one, two, three, four, five)
• Show interest in each response.            

What’s going on here?
You are building a tower. How high will it go?

You have really planned this!



What we learned





This literally 
changes 
everything.



This still looks like fun!
What do we do now?



Take it all to 
them…



But we don’t have any 

MONEY!



A little bit of  

money and a lot 

of  imagination!?











Family Engagement in Block Play





Time flies when you are 
having fun, 

and even cleaning up 
isn’t so bad.



Making Space for Play



Destination library



What to buy?

Jumbo Blocks

Tower Blocks

Cardboard Blocks

Light and Color Tabletop Blocks MegaBlocks

Magnatiles

Duplos



Keva Planks

Tree BlocksLoose Parts 
from Kodo

Basic Wood Blocks

Tegu Magnetic Blocks
Unit Blocks



Big and Medium 
Blue Blocks from 
Imagination 
Playground

Community Playthings 
Unit Blocks

Rigamajig and 
RigamajigJr

Blocks and Ramps 
from Kodo




