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We’ll learn about 

Court dockets, records, and pleadings

Court briefs and oral argument 

How to research court dockets online

Sources for dockets, briefs, & oral arguments



What is a court docket?

A record of documents filed in a court proceeding

Pleadings Briefs Declarations Exhibits Orders Judgments Court 
Notations

Civil
Summons and 

complaint

Criminal

Indictment



Why Research Dockets?

To find information about: 
• Judges
• Parties
• Attorneys
• Facts and Events
• Trial court documents (pleadings, 

motions, testimony transcripts, jury 
instructions and worksheets, judge 
rulings, expert witness names, etc.)



Pleadings & Motions
Complaint

Memoranda of points and 
authorities 

Answers 

Replies

Motions

Complaint:
Sets  out the plaintiff’s version of 
the facts and specifies damages.  
Includes counts – statements of 
the plaintiff’s cause of action.



Pleadings & Motions
Complaint

Memoranda of points and 
authorities 

Answers 

Replies

Motions

Memorandum of Points and 
Authorities: 

Cites legal authorities, such as statutes 
and court cases, and explains how 
those authorities support the position 
advocated by the party who wrote the 
memorandum.  



Pleadings & Motions
Complaint

Memoranda of points and 
authorities 

Answers 

Replies

Motions

Answer:
Defendant’s statement, explaining 
why plaintiff should not prevail.  
May offer additional facts or plead 
an excuse.



Pleadings & Motions
Complaint

Memoranda of points and 
authorities 

Answers 

Replies

Motions

Reply:
Filed by any party in the 
case to answer new 
allegations raised in 
pleadings.



Pleadings & Motions
Complaint

Memoranda of points and 
authorities 

Answers 

Replies

Motions

Motions:
Requests for the judge to make a 
legal ruling:  
• motion to discover 
• motion to dismiss 
• motion for summary judgment 



Court Briefs & Oral Arguments

• Written documents that 
contain legal arguments 
designed to persuade the court

Briefs

• Advocates’ oral presentations 
and judges’ questions

Oral Argument



Types of Briefs

Certiorari-stage brief

• Certiorari-stage briefs are 
the efforts by parties to 
tell the court why it 
should or should not take 
a case. 

• Once the Supreme Court 
has granted certiorari in a 
case, each party has the 
opportunity to file merits 
briefs.

Merits briefs

• Unlike the certiorari-
stage briefs, which tell 
the court why it should or 
should not take the case, 
the merits briefs tell the 
court why each party 
thinks it deserves to win. 

Amicus Curiae brief

• “Friend of the court” 
brief; a brief filed by a 
person, group or entity 
that is not a party to the 
case but nonetheless 
wishes to provide the 
court with its perspective 
on the issue before it. 

• The person or entity is 
called an “amicus”; the 
plural is “amici.” 



Court Filings are Public Records
Availability varies by 
jurisdiction

Electronic filing  has 
improved access to recent 
materials

Historical records and briefs 
more difficult to obtain –
contact office of court clerk 



Docket Sheet
A chronological list noting the date 
and description of each document 
filed in the action:
• Parties
• Attorneys
• Nature of suit code
• Filings
• Events



Docket Sheet
A chronological list noting the date 
and description of each document 
filed in the action:
• Parties
• Attorneys
• Nature of suit code
• Filings
• Events



Docket Number
(or case number)

18-16612

year case 
was filed

individual 
case 
number

3:17-cv-00866-VC

year case 
was filed

individual 
case 
number

case 
type 
code

office where the 
case was filed

judge’s 
initials



To begin your research, you should first 
identify: 

The full names of the 
parties.

The docket or case 
numbers of the original 

case, as well as any 
appeals.

The location of the 
court in which the case 
was filed, as well as the 
courts of any appeals.

The date (exact or 
approximate) of the 

case and any appeals.

The names of judges 
and/or attorneys 

involved in the case. 



Dockets Online
U.S. Supreme Court

www.supremecourt.gov

• Full text of 
opinions

• Docket sheets and 
filings

• Oral argument 
transcripts and 
audio files

• Briefs (decided 
since 2017)

https://www.supremecourt.gov/


Timbs v. Indiana
139 S. Ct. 682 (2019) 

Docket number 17-1091

• Cert granted 6/18/18

• Argued 11/28/18

• Decided 2/20/19

Docket

Oral Argument Audio & Transcript

Opinion (U.S.) 

https://www.supremecourt.gov/oral_arguments/audio/2018/17-1091
https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/17-1091.html
https://www.supremecourt.gov/oral_arguments/audio/2018/17-1091
https://www.supremecourt.gov/oral_arguments/argument_transcripts/2018/17-1091_6c36.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/18pdf/17-1091_5536.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/courts_law/supreme-court-says-constitutional-protection-against-excessive-fines-applies-to-state-actions/2019/02/20/204ce0d4-3522-11e9-af5b-b51b7ff322e9_story.html


PACER
Public Access to Court Electronic 
Records

• Case and docket information 
from all U.S. courts of appeals, 
district courts, and bankruptcy 
courts 

• Fee-based

• www.pacer.gov



PACER
Public Access to Court Electronic 
Records

• Case and docket information 
from all U.S. courts of appeals, 
district courts, and bankruptcy 
courts 

• Fee-based

• www.pacer.gov

PACER Fees: How, When Users Are Charged

Access to case information through PACER costs $.10 per 
page for all users. If you accrue $30 or less in a quarter, your 
fees will be waived. 

Fees are $.10 per page, with a cap of $3.00 (30 pages) for:
• Case documents (excluding transcripts)
• Docket sheets
• Case-specific reports 

The fee cap does not apply to:
• Transcripts
• Non-case-specific reports

Court hearing audio files via PACER cost $2.40 per file. 













PACER
Court Links page





PACER
District of Columbia

Case Search – Advanced Search





PACER









Alternatives to PACER

RECAP & 
CourtListener

• Browser extension to capture 
PACER records from U.S. 
Federal District and Bankruptcy 
Courts
• free.law/recap

• Archive of captured PACER 
records 
• www.courtlistener.com/recap

https://free.law/recap/
https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/


CourtListener
https://www.courtlistener.com/

Case Law

• U.S. Supreme Court Opinions – 1791 
to present

• U.S. Federal Appellate Court Opinions 
– 1920s to present for most circuits

• U.S. Federal District Court and 
Bankruptcy Court Opinions –
coverage dependent on district

• U.S. State Supreme and Appellate 
Court Opinions – coverage dependent 
on state

https://www.courtlistener.com/


CourtListener’s RECAP Archive
https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/

https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/
https://free.law/recap/


Sean Hall v. Taylor 
Swift 
(C.D. Cal. 2017)
Docket Number: 
2:17-cv-06882



Where to Find Court Records and Briefs

• U.S. Supreme Court website – cases decided since 2017 
• U.S. Dep't of Justice, Office of the Solicitor General –

Contains petitions for writ of certiorari and briefs filed by the 
Solicitor General, including briefs at the petition response 
stage, merits stage, and amicus briefs. Covers 1985 to present. 

• SCOTUSblog: Contains briefs in cases granted certiorari. 
Covers 2007 to present. 

Online - Free

• Making of Modern Law contains records and briefs from over 
15,000 Supreme Court cases from 1832 to 1978

• ProQuest Supreme Court Insight: 1975-2017, includes, 
dockets, oral arguments, joint appendices and amicus briefs. 

• NexisUni: Contains amicus and merits briefs for cases granted 
certiorari and joint appendices. Covers 1979 to present (with 
selected earlier documents from 1936 to present). 

Online Commercial

• “Records and Briefs of the United States Supreme 
Court.” 1925— .

• “Records and briefs of the United States Court of 
Appeals (7th Circuit)” (1982 to 2000)

• “Indiana Supreme Court briefs” (1938 to present)
• “Indiana Court of Appeals briefs” (1980 to 

present)

Print, Jerome Hall Law Library

• U.S. Supreme Court, and the 2nd, 7th, 9th, and 
D.C. Circuit Courts of Appeals

• Microforms Finding List includes holdings and 
location information 

Microfiche, Jerome Hall Law Library



Oral Arguments Audio & Transcripts

Oral Argument Transcripts and 
Audio Files
• The Oyez Project, audio & transcripts 

1955 –
• U.S. Supreme Court website, 

transcripts 1968 - , audio 2010 -
• CourtListener, audio 2013 –
• SCOTUSblog, transcripts 2007 -
• ProQuest Supreme Court Insight, 

transcripts 1975-2018  



Questions?

Jennifer Morgan

jlbryan@indiana.edu 

Jerome Hall Law Library 
Reference Desk: 812-855-2938

Ask a Librarian: 
https://www.law.indiana.edu/lawlibrary
/services/ask-librarian.shtml

Research Guides: 
http://law.indiana.libguides.com

https://www.law.indiana.edu/lawlibrary/services/ask-librarian.shtml
http://law.indiana.libguides.com/?b=g&d=a
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