
Adult Programming Made Easy



Twelve Programs

Adaptable to any library size!
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Dropping beats instead of balls

What you will need:

• Bingo Cards with Song Titles

• Music Snippets

• A Game Host or DJ

• Prizes

• Refreshments (optional)

Bingo Card Creator Myfreebingocards.com
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Pop Tart 

Houses

Photos courtesy of the East 
Chicago Public Library



Pop Tart Houses for 
any holiday
What you will need:

• Boxes of Pop Tarts

• Powder sugar (to make the icing)

• Cake boards to hold the houses

• Decorative items

• Mixing bowls, butter knives, sandwich bags

• Prizes (optional)

• Refreshments (optional)

Photos courtesy of the East 
Chicago Public Library



Photos courtesy of the East 
Chicago Public Library
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Photos courtesy of the East 
Chicago Public Library



Wheel of Fortune

What you will need:

• A spinning wheel

• Writing Board

• Score Keeper

• Puzzles

• Prizes 

• Refreshments (optional)

Photos courtesy of the East 
Chicago Public Library

Photos courtesy of the East 
Chicago Public Library



Photos courtesy of the East 
Chicago Public Library

Photos courtesy of the East 
Chicago Public Library



4



Photos Courtesy of 
the Crown Point 
Community Library

Program Idea 
Courtesy of Erika 
Wagner, 
Programming and 
Outreach Librarian 
at Crown Point 
Community Library



Houseplant Swap

What you will need:

• Paper and Markers for Labeling

• Laptop (so participants can look up the plant 
for pet toxicity, allergies, etc.)

• Table to hold the plants

Photos Courtesy of 
the Crown Point 
Community Library



Photos courtesy of the East 
Chicago Public Library

Photos Courtesy of 
the Crown Point 
Community Library
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Program Idea 
Courtesy of Jo 
Bonner, Hobart 
Branch Manager at 
Lake County Public 
Library

“Revisiting Our Childhood” 
Nostalgia Program



Nostalgia Program

What you will need: Supplies will vary depending on the project

January: Paper snowflakes
February: Potato printing
March: Lite Brite
April: Legos
May: Play doh
June: Tie dye 

July: Shrinky dinks
August: Sidewalk chalk and Bubbles
September: Scratch art
October: Tissue ghosts (and 
Halloween stories)
November: Fingerprinted turkeys
December: Popcorn garland



Photos Courtesy of the Lake County Public Library



Photos Courtesy of the Lake County Public Library
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Photos courtesy of the East 
Chicago Public Library

Taster 
Series



Taster Series

What you will need: Supplies will vary depending on the food

• Coffee
• Tea
• Soda
• Chocolate
• Snow cones
• Ice cream Floats
• Yogurt with granola

• Breads
• Cakes
• Cookies
• Pies
• Candy
• Chips
• And so much more…



Photos Courtesy of the East Chicago Public Library
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Cat 
Castles

Photos courtesy of the 
Programming Librarian 
website

Programming idea came from 
Westchester Public Library



Build Your Cat a Castle

What you will need:

• Boxes-different sizes
• Empty Oatmeal or other cardboard cylinder 

containers
• Uncoated sisal rope
• Colorful paper to decorate
• Exacto knives
• Scissors
• Hot Glue
• Refreshments (Optional)



Photo is from Amazon

Use the book Cat Castles 
by Carin Oliver for cat 
castle building 
inspiration!
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Sidewalk Chalk Art

Program idea and photos are courtesy 
of the Carmel Clay Public Library



Sidewalk Chalk Art

What you will need:

• Chalk
• Water
• Paper Towel

Photos are courtesy of the Carmel 
Clay Public Library



From Caramel Clay Public Library’s event calendar



Photos are courtesy of the Carmel Clay Public Library
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Puppies and Pi(e)

Program idea is courtesy of the 
Programming Librarian Website



Puppies and Pi(e)

What you will need:

• Puppies-partner with 
a local shelter

• Plastic drop cloth to 
protect the carpet

• Variety of pies
• Plates, forks, napkins,
• Water or lemonade

Photos are courtesy of the 
Programming Librarian website
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Program idea is 
courtesy of the 
Programming 
Librarian Website



Adulting 101

What you will need (Supplies may vary depending on topic)

• Notebooks/pens for note taking
• Water, lemonade, cookies for 

refreshments (optional)

• Expert in the topic (optional)
• Cooking
• Cleaning
• Laundry
• Finances
• Car Maintenance
• Making appointments
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Program idea and 
photos courtesy of the 
Programming 
Librarian Website

Bridgerton Afternoon Tea



Bridgerton Afternoon Tea

What you will need:

• Decorations
• Tea
• Finger sandwiches
• Baked goods
• Activities

• Trivia
• Book/TV 

Show discussion
Photos courtesy of the Programming Librarian Website



Photos courtesy of the Programming Librarian Website
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Educational Speakers





Resources

Adult Programming Made Easy Resources (Google Doc)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1StUTCShahPpV8z56myMRFsR5dNmnsfZp36GxrTgIIPg/edit?usp=sharing


Any Questions?
Thank you!

Lacey Klemm

Northwest Regional 
Coordinator for ISL

317-691-5884

lklemm@library.in.gov
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