Adult Programming Made Easy
Part Two



Twelve More
Programs

Adaptable to any library size!







Hammer Dyeing with Flowers
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https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/fiber-art-group-hammer-dyeing-flowers
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What you will need

for 20 peop|e: Prepare the fabric before the event:
e Four 36" x36" 100% 1. Wash the fabric in cold water without detergent or fabric softener.
cotton flour sack 2. Immerse the fabric to cover it completely in a 16:1 ratio of warm

water to Alum Powder (we ordered from Amazon). Alum is a

towels, each cut into
natural mordant that binds the pigment to the fabric.

four 3. Letsoak for at least 2 hours and up to 24 hours.
Flowers 4. Rinse thoroughly in cold water to remove any alum residue.
Wax paper 5. Hang to dry or use a dryer at low heat.

20 Small hammers
Alum



Advice

The program was noisy! Our program room is behind two sets of doors,

away from the main area of the library, so sound was not an issue. |

would suggest that you take the noise factor into consideration when

planning this program.






Hack the Painting
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What you will need:

Pre-painted canvases

Paint brushes for every attendee (recommend having
various styles of paint brushes)

Cups with water for rinsing

Paper towels

Plastic table cloths

Paper plates for mixing colors

Acrylic Paint

Refreshments (Optional)




Advice

Check with your local Paint and Sip companies. They create sample

canvases for their classes and usually paint one as they teach, so they might

be willinging to donate their extra canvases.

Also, browse your local thrift stores.







Let the GOOd TimeS Redefine Retirement

Let the Good Times Roll: Retirement Fair

ROll Retirement F air Wednesday, October 30 | 4:30-7:30 pm

Discover new, local opportunities for:

* Recreation « Volunteering
» Health & Fitness + Financial & Legal Planning

Registration is not required, but sign up for a reminder
email and additional information as it becomes available.

Sign up for reminders and view participating organizations:

VAPLD.info/ActiveRetirement

Attendees can enter a drawing to win a Lettuce Entertain You certificate
and pickleball paddles.
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Vernon Area Public Library e 300 Olde Half Day Rd, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 e 847.634.3650

https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/let-good-times-roll-retirement-fair
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This wasn't your typical senior fair — there were no healthcare or senior
living communities. The Vernon Area Public Library featured local
organizations in the areas of recreation, health and fitness, volunteering
and financial/legal planning.

What you will need:

e Organizations that promote active
retirement

Space for the fair

Tables-chairs

Refreshments (optional)
Incentives-like raffles (optional)



Advice

Retirees need assistance to find enrichment activities that align with their
talents and interests. Did they sing in their church choir or play an
instrument in high school? They might be able to join the local orchestra or
choral group. Do they enjoy walks in nature? The local forest can use their
help to remove invasive species in their favorite park. Get creative and think
about all of the interesting clubs, businesses or nonprofits that are present

in your community. You can help them match with retirees eager to get

Involved.
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Balloon Smash Art

https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/balloon-smash-art




What you will need
for 24 people:

Plastic Table Coverings
Gloves

2-o0z Dixie Cups
(Optional)

(24) 1 inch paint
brushes

(24) 11x14 inch
canvases

Small bottles of paint
in various colors (3 of
each color)

3 large bottles of white
paint

Drinking straws
Water balloons
Push pins
Paper Towels
Refreshments
(Optional)



Advice

Before putting on this program, search online for balloon smash
art and practice the technique. You also want to look for color
combinations that work well together. Write down the names of
the colors you use. Make sure you include some metallic colors in
your palette. When setting up the paints, be sure to remove the

plastic on the lids so you're not doing it during the program.
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Book Bathing
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What you will need:
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e Refreshments
(Optional)




Advice

The best advice for a program like this is to harness what's
already happening in your community and see if there's a local
meditation center to partner with, local artists doing immersive

art, etc.






Program idea courtesy of Jo Bonner,
Hobart Branch of the Lake County Public Library



What you will need:

e Murdery Mystery Sets
(RMS)

e Escape the Room
(ThinkFun) Sets

e Hunt a Killer: Multi-part
series or they have
standalone sets

e |SL Escape Room

Experience Kits

Board Game Clue

Unsloved Case Files

(Pressman) Kit

e Refreshments (Optional)

Photo Courtesy of Hobart Jo (Facebook)



Advice

Jo is happy to share her kits with other Indiana libraries.







Jane Austen Tea Party

Program and Photo courtesy of the Akron Carnegie Public Library



What you will need:

e Tea cups, saucers, teapots, old fashioned tablecloths

e For table decor: paper doilies, vases of artiticial flowers, and fans
for each place setting.

e For Tea: different types that are authentic to the era, cream and
sugar

e For Food: cucumber sandwiches, profiteroles, palmiers,
strawberries,

Activities included:

“The Language of the Fan”
Pride and Prejudice Trivia
Jane Austen Bookmarks
English Country Dance Lesson



Advice

We requested that everyone dress in "their best Jane Austen
ensemble." We had many that dressed up and many that did
not. An idea for next year is having "the best costume contest"
for more motivation to dress up.






Murder Mystery Dinner Fundraiser
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Program and Photos courtesy of the Walton Tipton Township Public Library
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Books and Looks

bks & Looks: Where the Lost Wander by Amy Harmon
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Advice

This is an extremely fun and creative program that you can truly
make your own! Makeup is one-size-fits-all, and reading is

magic, so why not combine the two and create something
wonderful?
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What you will need:

e Zombie decor for decorating the space
e Refreshments
e Supplies for crafts
o Craft Ideas
m Zombie window art
m Zombie magnets and earrings
m Zombie flat felties
m Zombie pop culture trivia with prizes

e Watch a film (make sure it's part of your movie licensing package)



Advice

Be creative! Look for things you already own or leftovers from
past programs you can add to the crafting material options or
Zombie-related Halloween décor to make the atmosphere more
festive. That's what | did! Look online for zombie-themed
printable décor and crafting patterns — there are plenty
available.
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Advice

Have fun! This is definitely one of my top 5 programs that we
hold after hours. If you have any questions about hosting this at

your library, please do not hesitate to contact me! I'm happy to
help; adeluna@whiting.lib.in.us






Screen and Stitch

Program courtesy of the Chicago Public Library
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What you will need:

e Space and equipment to have a movie showing
e Movie licensing requirements

® Refreshments (optional)

Participants will bring their own projects to work on while they watch
the movie.

- -
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Resources

https://docs.google.com/document/d/TMbTz8wp
ufKxMYLvtpbVbnNul6U8FrHb5JJgln2WeYg4/edi
t?usp=sharing
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Lacey Klemm

Associate Director of Public

Any Questions? Services

e )’OUI 219-397-2453 ext 19
lklemm@ecpl.org




