
 

 

Unearth a Story with the Indiana State Museum:  
Suggested Materials for Activities 

 
 
Ice Excavation Activity:  

• Things to put inside ice:  
o Mini Ice Age animals 
o Mammal and Dinosaur skulls 
o Cambrian animals 

• Excavation tools:  
o Chopsticks  
o Wood stylus  
o Small Wooden Hammers 
o Regular sized pipettes or Pipettes for small hands 

• Extension options:  
o Test what melts – sugar, salt, vinegar, warm water, etc.  
o Food coloring to see the cracks in the ice (use small squeezable bottles for little 

hands) 
o Use hot water with small electric kettle 

 
 
Dig Pit Activity: 

• Toothbrushes  
• Paintbrushes  
• Plastic container – Really Useful boxes are sturdy and hold up well with the weight 
• Real fossils (recommend removing dinosaur examples as dinosaurs haven’t been found 

in Indiana) – 12 piece set   or 100 piece set 
• Archeology items 
• Dig kit 
• Kinetic Sand 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.amazon.com/Assorted-Mini-Animal-Action-Figures/dp/B01N2YCSLL
http://www.amazon.com/WETEPUXI-Realistic-Dinosaur-Prehistoric-Collection/dp/B0BXJCLC5X
http://www.amazon.com/Prehistoric-Cambrian-Creature-Figurines-Educational/dp/B093ZMQSJ
http://www.amazon.com/KingSeal-Natural-Poplar-Chopsticks-Wrapped/dp/B0BTN6HLYF
http://www.amazon.com/SATINIOR-Stylus-Scratch-Wooden-Sticks/dp/B07HT8QWVC
https://www.amazon.com/Pieces-Wooden-Hammers-Natural-Mallets/dp/B08KXV6Z1Z
https://www.amazon.com/Disposable-Transfer-Calibrated-Essential-Laboratory/dp/B07F3ZN56V
http://www.amazon.com/Inspire-My-Play-Pastel-Droppers/dp/B0CLP8KLS1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00FBLDOH4/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01MPXATY2
http://www.amazon.com/Really-Useful-Stackable-Container-Organization/dp/B0CBNB2KV3
http://www.amazon.com/DANCING-BEAR-Fossil-Collection-Kit/dp/B00MLS3PWO
http://www.amazon.com/Dancing-Bear-Collection-Educational-Magnifying/dp/B071X5JYXV
http://www.amazon.com/Fossils-Digging-Archaeological-Excavation-Science/dp/B0D9K1PHV3
http://www.amazon.com/Kinetic-Sand-All-Natural-Molding-Creating/dp/B08LZN7LFR/


 

 

 
 
Fossil Casts Activity: 

• Crayola Model Magic, 1 oz, white  
• Fossil Stones – there are also bug and animal sets.  
• Magnifying Glasses - Glass lens or Jumbo  magnifiers  
• Sandwich bags 
• Cutting Boards – cut into quarters 
• Seashells 

 
Examples of Fossils:  

• Mastodon Tooth 
• Mammoth Tooth  
• Giant Microbes:  

o Mammoth skull plush  
o Saber Tooth Cat  
o Ground Sloth  
o Trilobite  
o Cambrian pack   

 
 
Supplemental items:  
 insta snow 
 Larger Ice age animals for dramatic play 

https://www.amazon.com/Crayola-Classpack-Lightweight-Modeling-Material/dp/B00027C7KC/
https://www.discountschoolsupply.com/stem-curriculum/stem/science/fossil-stones---set-of-8/p/35608
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07CWMYWGW
https://www.discountschoolsupply.com/stem-curriculum/stem/science/primary-science-jumbo-magnifiers-set-of-6/p/s782740
http://www.amazon.com/Flexible-Translucent-Fotouzy-Non-Porous-Dishwasher/dp/B0872N3D7X
http://www.amazon.com/Seashells-Starfish-Decorations-FishTank-Supplies/dp/B07W7R7PGG
https://www.skullsunlimited.com/products/replica-mastodon-tooth-tq-236
https://www.skullsunlimited.com/products/replica-woolly-mammoth-tooth-tq-234
http://www.amazon.com/Fossils-Mammoth-Dinosaur-Paleontologist-Prehistoric/dp/B0CVS7RSN5
www.amazon.com/Sabertooth-Smilodon-Dinosaur-Paleontologist-Prehistoric/dp/B0CVSDNKWF
http://www.amazon.com/Fossils-Stuffed-Dinosaur-Paleontologist-Prehistoric/dp/B0D2JLWXTH/
http://www.amazon.com/GIANTmicrobes-Trilobite-Plush-Toy/dp/B077YS3ZKR
http://www.amazon.com/GIANTmicrobes-Dino-Creatures-Pack-Prehistoric/dp/B0BSKHBK6D
https://www.amazon.com/Steve-Spangler-Science-Insta-Snow-Powder/dp/B07XQXFZJ5
https://www.safariltd.com/products/american-mastodon

